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Sir: 

This amendment and response is to the Final Office Action dated November 4, 
2003, having a shortened statutory time for response set to expire on February 4, 2003. 
The Applicant respectfully requests that this Amendment and Response be considered 
after final rejection because the Applicant has complied with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. 
§1.116. The Application, as amended, is believed by the Applicant to be in proper form 
for allowance. Accordingly, allowance of all pending claims is respectfully requested: 


CERTIFICATE OF MAILING UNDER 37 CFR 51 .8 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as 
first class, postage prepaid mail, in an envelope addressed to: Mail Stop AF, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. 
Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on this the 29 th day of January, 2004. 
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